CITY OF PIERZ
Official Minutes of the Pierz City Council
City Council Meeting
January 13, 2025
6:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor John Perleberg, Council Member Lynn Egan, Council Member Gary Berg,
City Clerk Sarah Fyten

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Laura Wacker, Public Works Director, Eric Gaffke, Golf Course
Superintendent Zach Baert

COUNCIL PROTOCOL:

The City Council Members are here to serve the City of Pierz. We expect respectful conduct at all times.
Slander or inappropriate language will not be tolerated. Please speak only when addressed, one person at a time.
Each speaker has a 5S-minute time limit. We thank you for your cooperation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to approve
the special city council meeting from January 6, 2025. Motion carried unanimously.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:
Remove planning and zoning, they did not meet tonight.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
the agenda with the removal of planning and zoning. Motion carried unanimously.

FIRE DEPARTMENT RESIGNATION:

Fire Assistant Officer, Scott Sachr, presented the resignation of Firefighter Jacob Solinger, effective December
1, 2024, after 9 years of dedicated service to the fire department. We would like to take this opportunity to
recognize and express our gratitude for Jacob's years of commitment and valuable contributions. Jacob was a
reliable and skilled team member, consistently demonstrating professionalism and a strong work ethic.

A motion was made by Council Member Sara Fyten and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to accept the
resignation of Jacob Solinger. Motion carried unanimously.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY:

Kathy Lange presented a grant opportunity from Habitat for Humanity to the Pierz City Council, highlighting
their successful completion of three homes in the area. She discussed the benefits of the grant, including access
to the state housing tax credit and the Greater MN Small Cities Housing Aid Grant Program. Lange requested
that the city fill out the grant application, which could potentially be transferred to Habitat for Humanity to
manage. The Council expressed interest and will have the City Administrator help with the grant submission.
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EXEMPT PERMIT:
A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to approve
the exempt permit for the pioneer wrestling club. Motion carried unanimously.

PARK BOARD UPDATE:
Chair of Park Board, Lynn Egan, shares that Park Board met on January 6, 2025, and discussed various items.

BILLBOARD:

Public Works Director, Eric Gaffke, informed the Council that he had spoken with Morrison County, who had
no objections to placing a billboard at the old city shop at the edge of town. He also consulted with MNDOT,
which expressed no concerns if the billboard is used to advertise for the city.

PARKING EXPANSION:

Discussed expanding the golf course parking lot, considering relocating the playground to a fenced area near the
swimming hole. It was noted the need to account for the flood zone in any planning and will continue exploring
options for the expansion.

INTERVIEWS:

Moving forward with interviews for the Director and Assistant roles. The first interview took place tonight.
Wacker reported that there were 20 applications for the Director position and 6 applications for the Assistant
role. The interview process began tonight, and the hiring committee has been working effectively.

TREASURERS REPORT:

City Clerk, Sarah Fyten, shares the treasurers report for December-$3,469,258.43.

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
the treasurer’s report. Motion carried unanimously.

CLAIMS REPORT:

Fyten shares the claims report for December-$299,501.12.

A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to approve
the claims report. Motion carried unanimously.

PARKS SUPERINTENDENT-CART PURCHASE/SALE:

Parks Superintendent, Zach Baert, updated the Council on recent activities, including assisting Eric with snow
removal, working on removing dead trees around the golf course and park, and coordinating with the
fertilizer/chemical vendor over the past week.
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After consulting with the Park Board, it was suggested that the city begin selling older golf carts and use the
proceeds to replace them. The plan is to sell six carts this year. The process will not begin until warmer weather,
allowing Baert time to maintain and prepare the carts for sale. Would work with Wacker to meet sale policy.

A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to approve
the selling of 6 carts and replacing with the proceeds. Motion carried unanimously.

Received quotes to purchase golf carts. EZ Go is offering a 1-year warranty for non-wearable parts (excluding
labor). Mayor Perleberg requested clarification on the warranty, particularly regarding what is considered a
wearable part. Baert will send a response via email.

Baert proposed moving forward with the purchase of 27 golf carts from EZ Go for $100,000.

A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to approve
the purchase. The motion carried unanimously.

Council Member Egan also requested that Baert collaborate with Park Board member Neil Korf to review
playground options in the flood plain and present them at the next Park Board meeting.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR:

Public Works Director, Eric Gaffke, provided an update on recent activities. When not dealing with snow, the
department has been servicing equipment, excluding the blue new holland tractor. Work is being done on the
street sweeper, which requires grinding and patching. The loader has been performing well. Street lighting has
been completed with a small glitch that has since been fixed. Additionally, a pole on Peter Ave needs to be
reviewed.

The upcoming schedule is to take down Christmas lights this week, maintain the skating rinks, and removing
snow from Main Street tomorrow.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:

City Administrator, Laura Wacker, provided an update on several year-end tasks, including completing 1099
and W-2’s, submitting quarterly and annual reports, renewing memberships such as the PACC membership for
$200 and sending the requested reports to the auditors. The city's audit is scheduled for February 24th and 28th.

At the last meeting, oaths were administered for Mayor John Perleberg, City Clerk Sarah Fyten, and Council
Members Lynn Egan and Gary Berg. The oath for City Treasurer Kaye Stangl will be completed upon her
return.

Additionally, the Council approved the annual designations at the prior council meeting, which included
Farmers and Merchant State Bank and Unity Bank as official depositories, and Morrison County Record as the
official newspaper. Lynn Egan was designated as Acting Mayor.
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Wacker requests the approval of Toni's PTO payout of 189.25 hours at a rate of $25.63, totaling $4,850.48
before taxes. A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to
complete Antonya Meyers PTO payout of $4,850.48. Motion carried unanimously.

COUNCIL UPDATES:
No updates from council.

ADJOURNMENT:
~ A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to adjourn the
city council meeting at 6:35 pm. Motion carried unanimously.
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