CITY OF PIERZ
Official Minutes of the Pierz City Council
City Council Meeting
October 27, 2025
7:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor John Perleberg, Council Member Don Bujalski, Council Member Lynn Egan,
Council Member Gary Berg, City Clerk Sarah Fyten, City Treasurer Kaye Stangl
STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Laura Wacker, Police Chief Hanneken, Officer Preston Rocheleau

COUNCIL PROTOCOL:

The City Council Members are here to serve the City of Pierz. We expect respectful conduct at all times.
Slander or inappropriate language will not be tolerated. Please speak only when addressed, one person at a time.
Each speaker has a 5-minute time limit. We thank you for your cooperation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
the regular city council meeting from October 14, 2025. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
the special city council meeting from October 20, 2025. Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to
approve the agenda. Motion carried unanimously.

BASKETBALL CLUB REQUEST:

Head Coach Joe Kahl, President Brian Klien, Becky Korf joined the meeting to share that they have been
through the town of Pierz to get a community basketball court. If the club were to expand the basketball court
down by the golf course at the Pierz Park estimated at $40,000. The Pierz Boys Basketball club would cover all
expenses and help the city to maintain it. Kahl wanted to share his thanks to everyone who supported the
fundraiser for the basketball team.

A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
the request from the basketball club on the contingency that it can be done in the floodplain. Motion carried
unanimously.

PTO PAYOUT UPDATE:

Mayor Perleberg revisits the PTO payout option originally approved at the April 14th meeting. Looking for
clarification that the payout had been intended as a one-time action in response to changes related to the
handbook changes in May regarding the amount allowed to carry over.

During discussion, members debated whether to make the PTO payout an annual offering or maintain it as a
one-time occurrence. Some council members expressed concern that making it a recurring benefit could set a
precedent, while others felt it should remain an annual consideration due to the difficulty employees face using
PTO in smaller departments.

The council agreed that:
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e The PTO payout would only apply to employees who are at risk of losing unused PTO at their
anniversary date.

e The council will review and decide each October whether to offer the payout that year.

e The Employee Advisory Committee will handle individual employee situations and make
recommendations to the council.

A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to offer an
employee payout of up to 80 hours of PTO for those in danger of losing their time, with the decision to be
reviewed annually at the first meeting in October. Motion carried unanimously.

POLICE UPDATE:

Chief Hanneken shares with the council on the city’s new camera system, recognizing F&M Bank for their
generous $6,000 donation that made the project possible. Pierz is the first community in Morrison County to
implement this advanced system, which connects to a regional network extending from St. Cloud to the
Canadian border, providing valuable data for law enforcement investigations. One camera is currently
operational, with additional installations planned soon. Hanneken emphasized the system’s positive impact and
thanked F&M Bank for their quick support and community partnership.

He then recognized Officer Preston Rocheleau for his three years of dedicated service to the City of Pierz.
Hanneken commended Rocheleau’s professionalism, strong work ethic, and consistent dedication to integrity
and community safety. Rocheleau was presented with a plaque in appreciation of his contributions and
commitment to the department and community. Lastly Hanneken wanted to acknowledge the police committee
for working with the union to complete Rocheleau’s new 3-year contract in 2026.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:

City Administrator Wacker reported that she is working with the city attorney on the apartment lease and noted
the red Ford is having transmission issues. She hopes the Sourcewell grant is approved to assist with
replacement and will provide updates as available.

COUNCIL UPDATES:

Egan reported that the clubhouse exhaust and fire suppression system is scheduled for installation in mid-
November. Mini-split units will be included in the 2026 budget. Public Health required removal of wood
surfaces and carpet; those have been addressed, and quotes for new flooring are being gathered for review by
the Park Board and council.

ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to adjourn the
city council meeting at 7:27 prt. Motion carried unanimously.
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