CITY OF PIERZ
Official Minutes of the Pierz City Council
February 28th, 2022
7:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Dave Fischer, Council Member Don Bujalski, Council Member Lynn Egan,
Council Member Jacque Ballou, City Clerk Kyle Bednar, Treasurer Linda Sczublewski

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Bob Otremba, Police Chief Eric Hanneken, Public Works Supervisor
Eric Gaffke, Fire Chief Dan Rocheleau

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was made by City Clerk Kyle Bednar and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to approve the
February 14th, 2022, regular city council meeting minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:;
None.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to
approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR TIF 1-13 PIERZ TOWNHOMES LLC:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by City Clerk Kyle Bednar to close the
regular city council meeting and open the public hearing. Motion carried unanimously.

MINUTES FOR PUBLIC HEARING ARE SEPERATE

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Jacque Ballou to open
the regular city council meeting. Motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION #2022-0228-1 RESOLUTION TO CREATE TIF 1-13:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to
approve Resolution #2022-0228-1 Resolution to Create TIF 1-13. Motion carried unanimously.

PARK DEDICATION FEE - PIERZ TOWNHOMES, LLC:

City Administrator Bob Otremba presented the park dedication fee for Pierz Townhomes, LLC. The developer
has agreed to pay the park dedication fee of $7,950.00 that was discussed at a prior city council meeting which
matches the amount calculated in reference to the city ordinance. The developer has agreed to pay the fee to the
city. A motion was made by Council Member Jacque Ballou and seconded by City Clerk Kyle Bednar to
approve the park dedication fee of $7,950.00 for the Pierz Townhomes development. Motion carried
unanimously.
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RESOLUTION #2022-0228-3 FINAL PLAT APPROVAL FOR PIERZ TOWNHOMES, LLC:

City Administrator Bob Otremba stated RPSWD, the Pierz Fire Department, and the city engineer have
completed their review of the project and have approved the final plat presented by the developer. A motion
was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to approve
Resolution #2022-0228-3 Resolution for Final Plat Approval for Pierz Townhomes, LLC. Motion carried
unanimously.

PLANNING AND ZONING/BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATIONS:

Planning and Zoning Chairman Jim Gerwing presented one building permit application from River Valley
Townhomes for a 30” x 30’ community center in the NE corner of the development. He stated the Planning and
Zoning Committee tabled the building permit application because there was no building permit application that
was required, the plan drawing needed more detail, and the building was not staked on site. Therefore, there
was no recommendation to present to the city council.

PIERZ FIRE RELIEF ASSOCIATION:

Pierz Fire Relief Association Secretary Steve Boser stated the association has approved an increase to the
retirement to $3,000.00 per year of service which is projected at the end of 2022 to be 110% funded. He also
stated the city over the last several years has contributed $550.00 per year for 26 firemen for a total contribution
of $14,300.00 to the Pierz Fire Relief Association’s Retirement Account. Pierz Rural Area Fire Protection
Agency at their annual meeting in February 2022 agreed to contribute $770.00 per firemen to the retirement
account. They stated funds have been favorable in their organization and this amount will be discussed and
decided every year.

A motion was made by City Clerk Kyle Bednar and seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to approve the
increase in retirement to $3,000.00 per year of service Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to
approve a payment of $550.00 for 26 firemen for a total of $14,300.00 into the Pierz Fire Relief Association’s
Retirement Account. Motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION #2022-0228-2 RESOLUTION SUPPORTING LOCAL HOUSING AUTHORITY:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Jacque Ballou to
approve Resolution #2022-0228-2 Resolution Supporting Local Housing Authority. Motion carried
unanimously.
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION DONATION REQUEST:
A motion was made by Council Member Jacque Ballou and seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to
approve a donation of $3,025.00 to Pierz Community Education for 2022. Motion carried unanimously.

2022 CELL PHONE REIMBURSEMENT FOR CITY EMPLOYEES:

City Administrator Bob Otremba explained his discussion with the city auditor regarding receipts needed for
city employees for cell phone bills. The city is allowed to approve cell phone reimbursements one time for the
year and staff can process the reimbursement without receipts from the employees. Reimbursements will be
done quarterly for the previous three months of cell phone bills. A motion was made by Council Member
Jacque Ballou and seconded by City Clerk Kyle Bednar to approve the cell phone reimbursements for 2022.
Motion carried unanimously.

MIDCONTINENT COMMUNICATIONS BUSINESS PROPOSAL:

City Administrator Bob Otremba presented a proposal from Mid-Continent Communications for upgrading the
city’s phone capabilities at Pierz City Hall, Pierz Fire Hall, and the Pierz Golf Course and Campgrounds.
Features include an auto attendant, voicemail for each employee, and the ability to transfer calls more
efficiently throughout the city. A motion was made by Council Member Jacque Ballou and seconded by City
Clerk Kyle Bednar to approve the Mid-Continent Business Proposal which includes a three-year contract.
Motion carried unanimously.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Fire Chief Dan Rocheleau presented the 2021 annual report to the city council which included 91 calls. He
updated the city council on the grant for new bunker gear, the grass fire equipment grant, and the new tanker
that has been ordered. He also updated the council on the Active 911 system that has been installed,
discontinuing the heat in the old food shelf building, and thanked Todd Preimesberger, Jason Loscheider, and
Matt Lundblad for their work on the charitable gambling. This work has assisted the department in equipment
purchases and many donations throughout the community have been made through the charitable gambling
operations of the Pierz Fire Relief Associatoin.

Police Chief Eric Hanneken presented a letter of resignation from Police Officer Calvin Tschida and stated he
did a great job for the City of Pierz. A motion was made by Council Member Jacque Ballou and seconded by
Council Member Lynn Egan to accept the resignation of Police Officer Calvin Tschida effective March 25%,
2022. Motion carried unanimously.

Police Chief Eric Hanneken presented a posting for the new police officer position. A motion was made by

Council Member Jacque Ballou and seconded by City Clerk Kyle Bednar to approve the posting for the open
police officer position. Motion carried unanimously.
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Police Chief Eric Hanneken presented the 2021 annual police department report which included 1,048 reported
incidents including 68 medicals. He stated that there are 3.3 calls per shift and the department is very busy
daily.

Police Chief Eric Hanneken explained the current use of part-time staff has been minimal and how with Police
Officer Calvin Tschida’s resignation there will be significant hours worked by the part-time staff. He
recommended the pay be increased to $28.00 per hour for part-time staff to be competitive with local
departments. A motion was made by Council Member Jacque Ballou and seconded by Council Member Don
Bujalski to approve a pay increase from $19.00 per hour to $28.00 per hour for part-time police staff. Motion
carried unanimously.

Public Works Supervisor Eric Gaffke stated he will be surveying the public sidewalks soon for replacements in
the summer of 2022. He updated the council on maintenance of the new trail, skating rinks, and the cross-
country ski trail. He stated he would like to update the snowblower that attaches to the skid loader, and he will
bring a quote to a future city council meeting. He updated the council on a future purchase request for a front-
end loader, the status of his tree inspector’s license, and the possibility of retrofitting the Main Street lights to
LED. The return on investment could be as low as two years for this improvement. Anderson Brothers has
been scheduled for the paving in 2022.

City Administrator Bob Otremba updated the city council on the 2021 audit and the work that has been done
with the current developers.

UPDATES:

Mayor Dave Fischer updated the city council on the LCCMR Grant, awarding the irrigation bids, and working
to submit specifications and bidding documents to the contractors for the irrigation installation on the golf
course expansion.

ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Jacque Ballou to
adjourn the meeting at 8:05 pm. Motion carried unanimously.

Dave Fischer, Mayor Kyle Bednar, City Clerk
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