CITY OF PIERZ
Official Minutes of the Pierz City Council
City Council Meeting
March 10,2025
6:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor John Perleberg, Council Member Lynn Egan, Council Member Gary Berg,
City Clerk Sarah Fyten, City Treasurer Kaye Stangl

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Laura Wacker, Fire Chief Dan Rocheleau, Police Chief Eric
Hanneken, Parks Superintendent Zach Baert, and Public Works Director Eric Gaffke, Clubhouse Director,
Parker Klar

COUNCIL PROTOCOL:

The City Council Members are here to serve the City of Pierz. We expect respectful conduct at all times.
Slander or inappropriate language will not be tolerated. Please speak only when addressed, one person at a time.
Each speaker has a 5-minute time limit. We thank you for your cooperation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
the regular city council meeting from February 24, 2025. Motion carried unanimously.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:
Public Works Director Eric Gaffke will speak after the approval of the agenda.
Remove the ranger position from under Park Board.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
the agenda with the listed above changes. Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:

Public Works Director, Eric Gaffke, updates the council that we have wrapped up the 2 residents with solar are
commissioned and up and running. Welding the holes in the hopper of the sweeper. Should be another week or
two and it will be up and running. Snow removal has been going well this year. We have been gearing up for
spring pothole season. Has been gathering quotes for the curb replacement at Lions Park. Once complete will
bring to council for approval.

WORKSHOP DATE/ITEMS:
The city council will hold a workshop, March 17 at 6:00 pm to discuss the listed items.
e Emergency Fund e Timecards e Fire Department Contribution
e Road Project Fund e Chicken Ordinance e School Agreement-Cross
e Meeting Time e Freedom Fest Tickets Country and Golf Season
e Committee Member Pay e First Response Insurance

A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to
approve the upcoming workshop date and times. Motion carried unanimously.
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SOLAR PRE-APPLICATION APPROVAL:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to
approve the Solar Pre-Application for 115 Vincent Street S. Motion carried unanimously.

PARK BOARD UPDATES:
Park Board Chair and Council Member Lynn Egan shares that the Park Board committee had their monthly
meeting March 3.
e The Park Board requested approval to start Assistant Manager Mark Hoheisel on Monday, March 17.
Hoheisel will begin with minimal hours to clean and prepare the clubhouse for the upcoming season.
Due to the start date, it is likely that Hoheisel will not meet the PERA exclusion for working less than 6
months. After reviewing the numbers, it is estimated that the city will need to contribute approximately
$900 to PERA for the year, which is accounted for in the budget.
e The Park Board also requested approval to reimburse Hoheisel $185 for the cost of his food license,
which is required for him to cook at the clubhouse.

A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
Mark Hoheisel start date and reimbursement of $185 food license. Motion carried unanimously.

SOURCEWELL ORDINANCE OPPORTUNITY:
Mayor Perleberg shares that Sourcewell offers a shared services agreement to review, update, and help
implement the city’s land use and subdivision ordinances for an expense of $60 an hour Ordinances.

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
the review of land use and subdivision ordinances with Sourcewell at $60 an hour. Motion carried unanimously.

CLAIMS REPORT-FEBRUARY $468,348.67:
City Clerk, Sarah Fyten, shares the claims report for February $468,348.67.

A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
the claims report. Motion carried unanimously.

TREASURERS REPORT-FEBRUARY 3,032,772.38:
Fyten shares the treasurers report for February-$3,032,772.38. Mayor Perleberg does wish state how proud he is
of this council for how well they have brought these funds up from 2 years ago.

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
the treasurer’s report. Motion carried unanimously.

FIRE CHIEF UPDATE:
Fire Chief, Dan Rocheleau, presented his annual report, outlining key updates and developments:
o New Staff: The fire department welcomed Assistant Chief Scott Saehr and Training/Safety Officer
Nathan Athman.
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Call Volume and Coverage: The fire department responded to 98 calls this year, with an increase in
mutual aid and grass fire incidents. The total property loss was approximately $1.4 million, which is an
improvement compared to $2.6 million in 2023. False alarms have decreased, and the new LUCA device
has led to more medical assists.
Equipment Improvements: The addition of a 514-pickup truck for hauling equipment has significantly
improved operations.
Grants and Purchases: The department received various grants:

o $5,000 from Pioneer Feed

o $5,000 from ONEOK

o $1,000 from Milacs Grand Casino

o $5,000 from Sourcewell
These grants funded the purchase of rescue rope, a stokes basket, new rescue airbags, a portable water
pump for the grass rig, and new pagers.

Future Equipment Needs:

A 502-pumper truck is expected to be needed by 2029 for a major cost.

In 2027, the department will need to invest in new SCBAs (self-contained breathing apparatus) for about
$150,000. A FEMA grant will be applied for in two years to help cover this expense.

Pager Replacement: Council Member Don Bujalski inquired about replacing pagers. Chief Rocheleau
explained that the department replaces approximately 5 pagers per year, based on the available budget.

Fire Chief, Dan Rocheleau, provided an update on the Fire Relief Association's financial status:

Starting Assets for 2025: The total assets at the beginning of 2025 are $1,468,230. With an estimated
contribution from the city and townships of $30,250, the total assets for the year are projected to be
$1,498,480.

Estimated Returns: With an estimated 5% return on investments of $74,924, the assets are expected to
grow to $1,573,404. Adding an estimated 2% state aid of $80,136, the total estimated assets by the end
of 2025 will be $1,653,540.

Funding Status: In 2024, the department was 120% funded, with an annual contribution of $3,100 per
member. The department's investment firm recommends being at least 10% over fully funded, so they
are proposing an increase in the contribution to $3,200 per year for 29 members.

Financial Outlook: With the proposed contribution increase, the assets at the end of 2025 would be
$1,653,540, and the liabilities would be $1,492,531, making the department 110% funded.

The Fire Relief Association is planning for steady growth and financial stability, with the proposed contribution
increase ensuring that it stays well-funded.

Since we will be discussing the Fire Department contribution at the workshop on March 17 the council would
like to address it there. With that we will propose discussing it at the following council meeting.
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Phil Scribner requests to make a statement in front of the council during this council meeting to address
concerns that he is still a resident in Pierz. Scribner states that he still lives in his home in Pierz and is working
on purchasing another residency outside of Pierz.

PARKS UPDATE:

Grounds Crew Wage Approval: Baert requested approval for the 2025 grounds crew wages. Mayor Perleberg
emphasized that no additional wage increases should be requested later in the year. Baert confirmed this would
not be necessary, as the wages fit within the 2025 budget.

A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
the 2025 grounds crew wages. Motion carried unanimously.

e Golf Cart Updates: Baert informed the council that half of the new golf carts will be delivered by the
end of the week. The storage in the north shelter will be adjusted to ensure the carts are properly
covered. Additionally, the department will begin preparing to sell the 6 carts previously approved for
sale.

e Course and Clubhouse Preparations: The team is in the process of sharpening blades and is waiting for
the ground to firm up before opening the golf course. The clubhouse is also being prepared for the
season.

CHIEF OF POLICE:
Chief of Police, Eric Hanneken, presented his annual report, highlighting several key points:

e Calls and Citations: The department handled 2.7 calls per shift, including 72 medical calls in 2024. A
total of 229 citations were issued, with Officer Rocheleau responsible for the majority, demonstrating
his accountability.

o AED Checks: Chief Hanneken ensures the annual checks of 10 AEDs in the area.

o Independent Audit: As required by state legislation, Chief Hanneken presented the Independent Audit
Report, confirming that all police cameras and evidence reporting meet audit standards.

o Peddler Ordinance: A new Peddler Ordinance is in the works. A public meeting will be scheduled once
legal consultation is completed to determine if a public hearing is necessary. A decision on the
associated fee will also be made.

e Firearm and Archery Ordinance: This ordinance is complete and will be presented in the summer.

e Golf Cart Regulation: Currently, golf carts are illegal. However, Chief Hanneken proposed regulating
them, which would require an annual fee, a valid driver's license, and a minimum age of 16. A
registration process would be created.

e Felony Crimes and Camera Expansion: The department has experienced a significant increase in felony
crimes in 2024. To address this, Chief Hanneken is considering the installation of additional cameras at
both ends of town, costing approximately $6,000 annually, to enhance safety and security.

Chief Hanneken received a PERA leave notice during his time off for workman’s compensation. PERA was not
paid by himself nor the city. He is requesting that the City of Pierz reimburse Chief Hanneken $779.58
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A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
reimbursing Eric Hanneken $779.58. Motion carried unanimously.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:
City Administrator, Laura Wacker, states the Boards of Appeal and Equalization meeting is scheduled for April

10, at 1:00 pm in the senior center. The council members that plan to be present are Lynn Egan, Don Bujalski,
and Sarah Fyten.

COUNCIL UPDATES:
No updates from council.

ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to adjourn the
city council meeting at 7:11 pm. Motion carried unanimously.
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