CITY OF PIERZ
Official Minutes of the Pierz City Council
City Council Meeting
May 26, 2026
7:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Gary Berg, Council Member Lynn Egan, Council Member, City Clerk Sarah
Fyten, City Treasurer Kaye Stangl

STAFF PRESENT: Laura Wacker City Administrator, Scott Saehr Assistant Fire Chief, Rick Wacker Public
Works

COUNCIL PROTOCOL:

The Pierz City Council appreciates everyone attending tonight’s meeting. Please be respectful, allow one person
to speak at a time, and speak only when recognized by the presiding officer. Personal attacks, disruptive
behavior, or inappropriate language will not be tolerated. Speakers are limited to five (5) minutes. Thank you
for your cooperation and involvement in our community.

OATH-MAYOR:
City Clerk Sarah Fyten Oath in Council Member Gary Berg to Mayor.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
the regular city council meeting minutes from May 11, 2026, as is. Motion carried unanimously.

ADDITIONS/EDITS TO AGENDA:

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to approve
the agenda as is. Motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS:
#2026-0526-1 Accepting Resignation and Declaring a Vacancy

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
resolution #2026-0526-1 accepting resignation and declaring a vacancy. Motion carried unanimously.

#2026-0526-2 Declaring a Vacancy in the Office of City Council Member

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
resolution #2026-0526-2 declaring a vacancy in the office of city council member. Motion carried unanimously.

#2026-0526-3 Accepting Donations for the Pierz Park Playground

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
resolution #2026-0526-3 accepting donations for the Pierz Park Playground. Motion carried unanimously.
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PUBLIC HEARING REQUEST:
Requesting a public hearing for June 22 during the council meeting regarding planning and zoning.

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
the public hearing request for June 22. Motion carried unanimously.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES:

Fire Department:

Assistant Fire Chief Saehr shares that Phil Scribner submitted his resignation after 18 years of service as a
training officer and assistant. He was recognized as a valuable member of the department.

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to accept
Phil Scribner retirement as of May 31, 2026. Motion carried unanimously.

Assistant Chief Saehr also reported:

e SCBA (Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus) replacement discussions have continued over the past year.
Current packs are approaching the 10-year NFPA standard replacement timeline, with November being
the target date.

o Estimated replacement cost is approximately $185,000-$200,000.

e The department is reviewing quotes from three vendors through the Sourcewell purchasing process for
transparency and competitive pricing.

e MSA demo packs were recently tested during training burns and general use. Additional vendor demos
will continue before a final decision is made.

e Primary focus is ensuring the equipment fits the department’s operational needs and firefighter comfort
level, not just cost.

» Funding options being explored include grants, local donations, department investment, and possible
city support through PRAPA.

e Live-fire training using a burn trailer was conducted southwest of the city on May 18 for ventilation and
interior attack training. Social media updates are posted when visible smoke training occurs.

¢ June training will focus on pumps and drafting, likely involving hydrant operations. Residents may
notice trucks or temporary street impacts during training.

e The department has also been invited to participate in additional regional training opportunities with
neighboring departments and first responders.

e Firefighters participated in a house burn training in April, which provided valuable certification and
hands-on training experience.

e Two officer positions will be opening in the June/July timeframe:

o Captain position (handled internally unless further discussion is needed)
o Fire Chief position (handled at the council level)

Police Department:
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Public Works Department:
Director of Public Works Rick Wacker, started
e Reminder to residents: Please do not blow or mow grass clippings into city streets, as they can clog
storm drains and damage street sweeping equipment.
e Grass clippings and compost materials can be brought to the city compost site located behind the county
shop.
e Concrete bids were received for several city projects, including:
o Park lion head drinking fountain area
o Toilet pad at the park
o Front steps/sidewalk area at City Hall
o Sidewalk near the school on city property
o Campground campsite pad
e Total project cost came in at approximately $9,591.
o Campground pad portion is approximately $200
o School sidewalk project is split 50/50 with the homeowner, reducing the city share by
approximately $1,088
o Park-related concrete work tied to the 2024 street project will be funded separately through the
capital fund
e Estimated remaining city responsibility for the projects discussed was approximately $7,775.35.
e Discussion took place regarding available funding sources, including the maintenance/buildings fund
and capital fund.
e Council noted that the City Hall front steps and sidewalk repairs are considered a safety necessity and
should be completed as soon as possible.
e The walking path seal coating project has been completed and is covered through grant funding.
e Equipment sales update:
o The lift has been sold
o The pusher has not yet been sold and will likely be listed closer to the appropriate season
e Main Street flowers have arrived and city staff will begin placement this week. The flowers were
prepared by the school.
e Council approved proceeding with the concrete work using the selected bid, with final contractor details
to be confirmed at a future meeting.

Clubhouse:
A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to donate
the use of the North Shelter 7/8/26 1700-2100 for the annual Pierz Legion Picnic. Motion carried unanimously.

Golf Course:

#2026-0526-4 Authorizing the Transfer of Golf Cart Fund 725 to Golf Course Fund 700 for Purchase of TDR
Reader.
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A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
resolution #2026-0526-4 authorizing the transfer of golf cart fund 725 to golf course fund 700 for purchase of
tdr reader. Motion carried unanimously.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:
Wacker shares: _
e Cleanup Day was held the Saturday prior and was reported to have gone very well.
o Total cost for the event was approximately $2,950.
o Approximately $1,100 was collected from fees.
o Large amounts of tires and appliances were brought in during the event.
e Discussion took place regarding possible improvements for future Cleanup Days, including potentially
moving operations to the Pierz Sanitation shop property to improve traffic flow and reduce congestion.
e Staff discussed a possible new traffic pattern using cones and designated unloading areas to make the
process more organized and efficient for residents.
e The annual clothing, blanket, and book collection through the Vets organization would still be
incorporated into the event.
o The first Rock, Roll, and Stroll event for the city is scheduled for June 4.
e The library annual report was shared with the council. Highlights included:
o Over 21,000 items circulated in 2025
o Continued strong participation in summer/winter reading programs, story times, and activities for
youth, teens, and adults
o Expansion of non-traditional resources including hotspots, puzzles, skates, seed library materials,
sensory kits, and state park passes
o Strong partnerships with the local school and appreciation expressed for city council and public
works support
e Council discussion noted the library continues to be an active and valuable community resource.

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to donate
the $1000 for the Oktoberfest. Motion carried unanimously.

Applications for the open city council position officially closed, with four applications received from
community members. Council discussed the interview process and agreed that interviews should be conducted
with all applicants in an open meeting setting. There was brief discussion about including community members
in the interview process, but the consensus was to keep interviews limited to council members. Staff will work
with council members to determine available dates and times before contacting applicants to schedule
interviews.

COUNCIL UPDATES:

An update was provided on the community playground project fundraising efforts. The current total raised for

the project is $221,675, leaving approximately $22,616.96 remaining to reach the overall project goal. Council
and staff expressed appreciation for the strong community support and generosity from donors throughout the

fundraising process.
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Discussion also included plans for a playground dedication/open house event, tentatively scheduled for
Thursday, July 9, pending construction progress and park readiness. The event is planned to include a
community safety-themed evening beginning around 4:30 p.m., with participation from local first responders
including the fire department, police department, and sheriff’s office. Bike helmets and other kid-focused safety
activities are also being planned.

Council members expressed appreciation to Lynn and the many community members who contributed time and
effort toward the success of the project, noting the positive community involvement and excitement surrounding
the new playground.

ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to adjourn the
city council meeting at 7:39 pm. Motion carried unanimously.
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Gary Berg, Mayor Sarah Fyten, Clt(y ﬁ/elk
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