CITY OF PIERZ
Official Minutes of the Pierz City Council
Regular City Council Meeting
May 27, 2025
7:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Member Lynn Egan, Council Member Gary Berg, City Clerk Sarah Fyten,
City Treasurer Kaye Stangl

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Laura Wacker, Maintenance Technician Brad Dehler, Police Chief
Eric Hanneken

COUNCIL PROTOCOL:

The City Council Members are here to serve the City of Pierz. We expect respectful conduct at all times.
Slander or inappropriate language will not be tolerated. Please speak only when addressed, one person at a time.
Each speaker has a 5-minute time limit. We thank you for your cooperation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
the regular city council meeting from May 12, 2025. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
the special city council meeting from May 19, 2025. Motion carried unanimously.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:
Eric Hanneken Chief of Police, Parks Update Brad Dehler, requesting to move forward with the City Hall
handrail.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
the agenda with the above addition. Motion carried unanimously.

2024 STREET PROJECT PAY APP.:
SEH Engineer Jarod Griffith joins the meeting to share the pay app #8 $2006.45 roughly 94.9% of the project
completed. Covers the concrete work that was completed the week of May 8.

A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg and seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to approve
Pay App #8 $2006.45 agenda with the above addition. Motion carried unanimously.

Last week, the prime contractor was on site working on green space adjustments like hydrant valves and curb
stop cleanouts, and this Thursday, Knife River will be removing a two-foot asphalt wedge along the curb and
milling the ends of Peter and First North where we paved through the intersection for winter snowplowing.
Friday will be driveway paving on Peter and possibly an alleyway. Next Monday, they’ll raise the iron in the
street, do topsoil and seeding touchups, and remove light pole bases along First North in the alternate portion.
Final lift paving is scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday, wrapping up the project except for crosswalk
striping, which should follow in the next week or two. The final completion date is June 21, and there are no
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concerns with meeting that date. Depending on how quickly everything is finished, the final pay-up will be
brought to the last June meeting or the first meeting in July.

RESTRUCTURE OF POSITIONS:

City Administrator Wacker explained the discussion from the special meeting on May 19 about combining the
superintendent and clubhouse director positions into a Park Complex Operations Director role, overseeing both
the clubhouse and the grounds crew. To support this change, the Assistant and Maintenance Technician roles
would become Park Complex Lead Maintenance Technician (Jim Gross) and Park Complex Lead Grounds
Technician (Brad Dehler). The proposed pay rates would be $32/hour for Parker and $30/hour for both Jim and
Brad, though there was previous discussion of setting these at $29/hour.

Council Member Bujalski expressed concerns that these raises would affect future raises for other full-time staff
who also work hard and deserve equitable treatment, while Wacker and others noted that Jim and Brad are
taking on significant additional responsibilities due to the restructuring. Discussion continued ensuring fair
treatment and consideration of other employees' future raises. There was also talk of transitioning part-time
positions into more consistent 30—40-hour roles to improve overall staffing and stability. Council members
recognized the increased responsibilities that Parker, Jim, and Brad are taking on and agreed to treat this
restructure as an interim measure, with a review planned at the end of the season to assess its effectiveness. The
final point of concern was ensuring the restructuring stays within budget and avoids unintended financial
impacts when hiring new staff. Council members shared support for the restructuring overall, while noting
disagreement on the requested $30/hour rate for Jim and Brad compared to the initially discussed $29/hour.

A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to move
forward with the new job descriptions. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to move
forward with the pay increase of $32 for Parker Klar. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to move
forward with the pay increase of $30 for the Lead Ground Technician. Opposed Council Member Don Bujalski,
Motion carried 3-1.

A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to move
forward with the pay increase of $30 for the Lead Maintenance Technician. Opposed Council Member Don
Bujalski, Motion carried 3-1.

CHIEF OF POLICE UPDATE:
Chief Hanneken joins the meeting to share that Pierz has calls of service to date 394. Healthy and living choices
for 5™ graders for the last time this school year.
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A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to approve
the permit for Walkin Wings on 8/23/25. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
assisting Little Falls police department with Freedom Fest. Motion carried unanimously.

PARKS UPDATE:

Maintenance Technician Brad Dehler joins the meeting to share a brief update about managing the old 9 as best
as we can despite recent staffing changes, which have reduced man hours by about 80 per week compared to
last year. It was a successful holiday weekend and received positive feedback from campers and golfers—
special thanks to Jim Gross for ensuring everything ran smoothly at the campground. The new 9 has been
shaped and the 17 and 18 fairways have been cut with the input from Gary Berg, Parker Klar, and Joel Pohland,
and they will need to be mowed two more times depending on weather. Tomorrow, we plan to drop 14 and part
of 13 to their final height. Regarding concerns about grass clippings in the rough areas of the new 9, wet
weather and breakdowns with our only rough mower have made it hard to keep up, but the area was mowed
again this morning, and hope to blow off or mulch the clippings tomorrow.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE:
Reminder of the upcoming public hearing to review the chicken ordinance on June 9th during the regular
council meeting.

A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to move
forward with the estimate from Fusion Welding in the amount of $4,950.00 to replace the handrail in front of
city hall. Motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski seconded by Council Member Gary berg to adjourn the
city council meeting at 7:24 pm. Motion carried unanimously.
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