CITY OF PIERZ
Official Minutes of the Pierz City Council
City Council Meeting
July 13, 2026
7:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Gary Berg, Council Member Don Bujalski Council Member Lynn Egan,
Council Member Joe Stangl, City Clerk Sarah Fyten, City Treasurer Kaye Stangl

STAFF PRESENT: Laura Wacker City Administrator, Brandon Tschida-Bury Golf Course Lead, Dan
Rocheleau Fire Chief

COUNCIL PROTOCOL:

The Pierz City Council appreciates everyone attending tonight’s meeting. Please be respectful, allow one person
to speak at a time, and speak only when recognized by the presiding officer. Personal attacks, disruptive
behavior, or inappropriate language will not be tolerated. Speakers are limited to five (5) minutes. Thank you
for your cooperation and involvement in our community.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Joe Stangl to approve
the regular city council meeting minutes from June 22, 2026, as is. Motion carried unanimously.

ADDITIONS/EDITS TO AGENDA:
Add Resolution #2026-0713-3 and Summary of Ordinance

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
the agenda with additions. Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Joe Stangl to open the
public hearing. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to close
the public hearing. Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVE/DENY RESOLUTION:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Joe Stangl to approve
resolution #2026-0713-3. Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVE/DENY ORDINANCE:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to
approve the Summary of Ordinance No. 2026-01. Motion carried unanimously.
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PLANNING AND ZONING:
Pierz Public Schools ISD #484 — 66 Kamnic St — Concrete Permit
Matt Lundblad/Burggraff Construction — 26997 153rd St — Replace Deck, Railings, & Steps

A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Joe Stangl to approve
the planning and zoning request(s) as recommended. Motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to
approve resolution #2026-0713-1 appointing election judges for 2026 election. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Joe Stangl and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to approve
resolution #2026-0713-2 accepting playground donations. Motion carried unanimously.

CLAIMS REPORT- JUNE $348,389.09:
City Treasurer Kaye Stangl shares the claims report for June $348,389.09.

A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten and seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to
approve the claims report. Motion carried unanimously.

TREASURERS REPORT- JUNE $3,363,917.40:
Stangl shares the treasurers report for June $3,363,917.40.

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
the treasurer’s report. Motion carried unanimously.

PARK COMMISSION:

Council Member Egan provided the Park Commission update, noting that the Commission reviewed financial
reports, discussed budget-related items, and identified priorities for the remainder of the season. Discussion
included the condition of several golf course cart paths that are beginning to wash out. The Commission agreed
that, rather than continuing temporary repairs, it would be more effective to explore permanent improvements.
The Commission also discussed planting trees in areas of the golf course where golf balls present a safety
concern to other golfers.

A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to approve

the appointment of Joel Pohland for the open Park Committee term, contingent upon confirming that no
conflicts exist. Motion carried unanimously.
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES:
FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Fire Chief Rocheleau presented two officer changes for Council approval. He reported that Captain John
Duschner’s nine-year term had expired, and the department recommended Darvin Sachr for appointment as
Captain. Chief Rocheleau also announced that he was stepping down as Fire Chief after six years in the role.
Although eligible for another term, he felt it was time for new leadership. The department recommended Scott
Saehr to serve as the next Fire Chief. Chief Rocheleau emphasized that he is not retiring and will continue
serving as a firefighter.

A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten and seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to
approve the officer changes. Motion carried unanimously.

Following the vote, Mayor Gary Berg thanked Chief Rocheleau for his leadership and service to the department
and community, recognizing his progression from firefighter in 2007 to Training Officer, Assistant Chief, and
Fire Chief. The Council also recognized John Duschner for his nine years of dedicated service as Captain and
thanked both individuals for their continued commitment to the Pierz Fire Department.

Council reviewed the recommendations from the Fire Officer Wage Review Committee, which met on June 24.
The meeting included Fire Chief Dan Rocheleau, City Administrator Laura Wacker, the Fire Department
Secretary, and PRAPA representative Dustin Betsinger. The committee noted that fire officer stipends have
remained unchanged since 2020 and recommended annual increases over the next three-year contract.

The proposed annual increases were:

Fire Chief: +$400

Assistant Chief: +$300
Captain: +$300

Training Officer: +$150
Secretary: +$200

e Assistant Secretary: No change

The total annual increase is $1,350, with the City responsible for half of the cost and PRAFPA responsible for
the remaining half. It was noted that PRAFPA had agreed to its portion of the increases.

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
the treasurer’s report. Motion carried unanimously.

GOLF COURSE:
Brandon Tschida-Bury, Lead Grounds Crew provided a golf course update and recognized the golf course crew
for their hard work preparing the course for the Fourth of July, noting the course was in excellent condition.

Discussion included cart paths on holes 10-12 that are washing out. Staff are gathering quotes for potential
repairs, which will be reviewed by the Park Commission along with other priorities such as tree placement.
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Brandon also provided updates on course maintenance, including clover treatment, heat management, and a trial
adjustment to tee locations to reduce wear and better utilize space. The tee changes will be reviewed after a one-
month trial period. Council thanked the golf course staff for their continued efforts and the positive feedback
being received.

CLUBHOUSE:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Joe Stangl to donate the
use of the South Shelter 7/28/26 for the Big Brother Big Sister. Motion carried unanimously.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:
Wacker provided several updates:
e The playground project invoice totaling $244,291.96 was received and confirmed to be covered through
donations.

A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to pay the
invoice to St. Croix Recreation. Motion carried unanimously.

e Council approved Wacker to attend the Clerk’s Academy on September 10-11 for continued education
at a cost of $250.

¢ The Council workshop was rescheduled to Wednesday, July 22 at 6:00 p.m. due to a scheduling conflict
with the Senior Center Board. Budget discussion will also be included during the workshop.

e City Hall front concrete work is scheduled for Thursday and Friday. City Hall will remain open, but the
front entrance will be inaccessible. Residents needing access will be asked to call and staff will assist
them through the alternate entrance. A notice will be posted.

¢ Candidate filing opens July 13 at 8:00 a.m. and closes July 28 at 5:00 p.m. Open positions include
Mayor (two-year term), two Council seats (four-year terms), and Treasurer (four-year term). The filing
fee is $2.

COUNCIL UPDATES:

Egan thanked staff and everyone involved with the playground ribbon cutting and Safety Day event. She noted
the strong attendance and shared appreciation for the teamwork and support that helped make the event a
success. Council recognized Lynn for her leadership in spearheading the playground project, noting her
dedication and the significant progress made in bringing the project to completion.

ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to adjourn
the city council meeting at 7:32 pm. Motion carried unanimously.
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