CITY OF PIERZ
Official Minutes of the Pierz City Council
City Council Meeting
July 24th, 2023
7:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor John Perleberg, Council Member Don Bujalski, City Clerk Kyle Bednar,
Council Member Gary Berg, City Treasurer Sarah Fyten

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Bob Otremba, Police Chief Eric Hanneken, Clubhouse Manager Toni
Meyer

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg and seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to approve
the regular city council meeting minutes from July 10th, 2023. Motion carried unanimously.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Three Holy Trinity exempt permits

Fire Chief Dan Rocheleau

Supervisor reviews

Authorization for city server

Oral reprimands

Authority to view employee personnel files

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve
the agenda with the additions. Motion carried unanimously.

HOLY TRINITY EXEMPT PERMITS:

A motion was made by City Clerk Kyle Bednar and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve the
exempt permits for Holy Trinity School for the Steak and Wine event, calendar, and carnival. Motion carried
unanimously.
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DR. STEIN MEMORIAL:

Dave Fischer explained the Dr. Stein memorial bench project that would be placed near the intersection of 3
Ave N and Kamnic St and become the property of the City of Pierz. He stated the bench will cost $5,350 plus
sponsor engraving. Dave Fischer stated that he has a fund-raising commitment from the Pierz Fire Relief
Association for $2,000 and the Buckman Trailblazers for $1,500. He will reach out to more charitable
gambling organizations to attain the remaining funds. Dave Fischer requested the city up front the cost of the
60% down payment to ensure the bench will be placed by the dedication ceremony scheduled for August 27%.
A motion was made by City Clerk Kyle Bednar and seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to approve the
project if Dave Fischer will personally cover any funds not raised from charitable gambling, so the city is not
responsible for any funds for the project. Motion carried unanimously.

CANNABIS DISPENSORY:

Police Chief Eric Hanneken stated he has been contacting other cities regarding a moratorium being placed on
the sale of cannabis until January 1%, 2025. He also explained the option the city has to not allow marijuana,
cannabis, or vaping products be used on public property. Police Chief Eric Hanneken recommended the
cannabis ordinance and the ordinance to not allow use in public places. He recommended the city council
members review the other cities ordinances that were presented as samples and provide feedback to the city
staff and city attorney for review.

PURCHASING DOLLAR AMOUNT FOR CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL:

Mayor John Perleberg stated that last meeting Council Member Jacque Johnson discussed creating a dollar
amount for a purchase that would trigger approval by the city council. He discussed contacting the city council
representatives for the purchasing department and obtain approval before the purchase is made. Seasonal items
such as salt, fertilizers, chemicals, alcohol, and other recurring items would not need prior approval by city
council members. A motion was made by City Clerk Kyle Bednar and seconded by Council Member Don
Bujalski to require the approval of the city council representatives for the purchasing department for a purchase
over $2,500 except salt/sand, fertilizers, chemicals, and alcohol. Motion carried unanimously.
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FUND TRANSFERS:

City Administrator Bob Otremba explained the remaining transfers that are required into the Park Complex
Expansion Fund of $460,000 to complete the golf course expansion project. He stated the options for
transferring from enterprise funds include the Electric Fund, Solid Waste Fund, Storm Water Fund, and the
Third Ave N Project Fund which was funded from the Electric Fund. The city council discussed the need to
complete the project, not going over the current estimate, and breaking up the $460,000 transfer into small
increments. A motion was made by Council Member Gary Berg and seconded by Council Member Don
Bujalski to transfer $200,000 from the Electric Fund to the Park Complex Expansion Fund and $100,000 from
the Third Ave N Project Fund to the Park Complex Expansion Fund. Motion carried unanimously.

City Administrator Bob Otremba explained the current negative balance in the 2024 Street Improvement Project
and the projected additional $105,000 that will be spent in 2023 for the design engineering for the project. The
2024 Street Improvement Project Fund was originally funded by the General Fund. A motion was made by
City Clerk Kyle Bednar and seconded by Council Member Don Bujalski to table transferring any funds into the
2024 Street Improvement Project Fund until there is more information on the project and how it will be funded.
Motion carried unanimously.

FIRE CHIEF DAN ROCHELEAU:

Fire Chief Dan Rocheleau stated the fire department did not receive the grant for the new one-ton fire truck for
pulling the side-by-side used for grass fires. He recommended the city move forward with the purchase of a
new truck for $50,305 which is deliverable in about one year. He stated the city will be receiving one-time
public safety funds from the State of MN that can be used towards the purchase. PRAPFA will be responsible
for half of the truck purchase and the city will be responsible for the other half of the truck purchase. A motion
was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by City Clerk Kyle Bednar to approve the purchase
of the new fire truck and to split the $62,000 State of MN public safety funds payable to the city between the
fire and police department dedicated funds when they are received. Motion carried unanimously.

Fire Chief Dan Rocheleau stated the new turnout gear has been received and the department has been very busy.
AUTHORIZATION OF THE CITY SERVER:
Mayor John Perleberg stated the auditor suggested the city should have checks and balances. A motion was

made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to approve the city
administrator and the city clerk be given authorization/access to the city’s server. Motion carried unanimously.
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SUPERVISOR REVIEWS:

Mayor John Perleberg stated the city has conducted supervisor reviews in different ways in the past and
currently they are conducted by the city administrator. He said he would like the city council members to be
involved to get to know the supervisors better, understand what is going on in the department, and to have input
on their performance. A motion was made by City Clerk Kyle Bednar and seconded by Council Member Gary
Berg to have the city administrator and the two city council representatives for the department conduct the
performance review. Motion carried unanimously.

ORAL REPRIMANDS:

Mayor John Perleberg explained the current policy that written reprimands are placed in an employee’s file, but
oral reprimands are not placed in the employee’s file. Council Member Gary Berg stated that his place of
employment requires an oral reprimand be placed in the employee’s file for one year. A motion was made by
Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to have oral reprimands be placed
in the employee’s personnel file for one year retroactive. Motion carried unanimously.

AUTHORITY TO REVIEW PERSONNEL FILES:

Mayor John Perleberg explained the current policy that states the city administrator has sole authority to access
the employee personnel files. The city council discussed full city council access or employee
advisory/administrative committee access. A motion was made by City Clerk Kyle Bednar and seconded by
Council Member Gary Berg to authorize the employee advisory/administrative committee access to the
employee personnel files. Motion carried unanimously.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
City Administrator Bob Otremba stated he will be scheduling the remaining supervisor reviews with the city
council representatives soon.

CLUBHOUSE MANAGER TONI MEYER:

Clubhouse Manager Toni Meyer stated interviews were conducted for the assistant clubhouse manager position
and the hiring committee chose Lydia Otremba for the position. A motion was made by Council Member Don
Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to hire Lydia Otremba for $19.00/hour with a three-
month review for a potential $.50/hour increase at that time. Motion carried unanimously.

UPDATES:
Dave Fischer updated the city council on the golf course expansion. He stated the dust control has been an
issue. Irrigation is nearly complete and seeding preparation continues.
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A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to close
the regular city council meeting and open the closed city council meeting for attorney privilege to discuss the
Third Ave N Project issue. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to adjourn
the closed meeting and reopen the regular city council meeting. Motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made by Council Member Don Bujalski and seconded by Council Member Gary Berg to adjourn
the regular city council meeting at 8:45 pm. Motion carried unanimously.

Jo{m Per l%rg, Mayor Kyle Bednar, City Clerk

Page 5 of 5



