CITY OF PIERZ
Official Minutes of the Pierz City Council
City Council Meeting
August 24, 2026
7:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Gary Berg, Council Member Lynn Egan, Council Member Joe Stangl, City
Clerk Sarah Fyten

NOT MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Member Don Bujalski, City Treasurer Kaye Stangl

STAFF PRESENT: Laura Wacker City Administrator, Rick Wacker Public Works Director, Eric Hanneken
Police Chief, Nathan Athman Assistant Chief, Clubhouse Lead Andy Leidenfrost

COUNCIL PROTOCOL:

The Pierz City Council appreciates everyone attending tonight’s meeting. Please be respectful, allow one person
to speak at a time, and speak only when recognized by the presiding officer. Personal attacks, disruptive
behavior, or inappropriate language will not be tolerated. Speakers are limited to five (5) minutes. Thank you
for your cooperation and involvement in our community.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Joe Stangl to approve
the regular city council meeting minutes from July 27, 2026, as is. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to approve
the adjustment request to the July 27, 2026, minutes correcting exempt permit to gambling permit. Motion
carried unanimously.

ADDITIONS/EDITS TO AGENDA:
Resident John Dahlquist asked to discuss Resolution #2026-0223-2
Approve Resolution #2026-0824-2 under Fire Department

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Joe Stangl to approve
the agenda with the above additions. Motion carried unanimously.

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING - VARIANCE APPLICATION:
A motion was made by Council Member Joe Stangl and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to open the
public hearing at 7:04 pm. Motion carried unanimously.

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING - VARIANCE APPLICATION
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to close the
public hearing at 7:06 pm. Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVE/DENY VARIANCE RESOLUTION #2026-0824-1

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Joe Stangl to approve
the resolution #2026-0824-1. Motion carried unanimously.
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MORRISON COUNTY ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY:

Roberta Piekarski joined the meeting and reviewed the proposed Humane Society contract, including a $100 fee
for stray animals remaining unclaimed after the required seven-day hold. The Council discussed the City's
longstanding relationship with the Humane Society and agreed to continue the contract.

The Humane Society also provided an update on its upcoming countywide trap-neuter-return program for stray
cats.

A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to approve
the Impound Agreement with MCAHS. Motion carried unanimously.

PLANNING AND ZONING:
e DPierz Legion Ball Park — Kamnic St — New Sign
e Ken Rauch — 109 Robert St S — Concrete Permit

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
the planning and zoning request(s) as recommended with the contingencies set. Motion carried unanimously.

PARK COMMISSION UPDATE:

Cassie and Josh Peters appeared before the Council regarding damage to their camper following an electrical
issue at the campground. They explained that the camper had recently been purchased and that the incident
resulted in damage, loss of food and other expenses. They requested financial assistance from the City with
some of the repair/replacement costs and asked that the remaining campground fees for the season be waived to
help offset their losses.

The Council discussed the City's insurance review, which determined that the City was not negligent and that
the City's liability coverage did not apply to the claim. The Peters were asked to provide documentation and
specific dollar amounts for the damages and requested assistance. The Council thanked them for coming
forward and stated that the information would be reviewed before determining the City's next steps.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES:

POLICE:

Chief of Police Eric Hanneken reported 748 calls for service to date, averaging approximately 93 calls per
month. The former squad vehicle is ready to be picked up and will be prepared for auction.

A motion was made by Council Member Joe Stangl and seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to approve
an updated Domestic Abuse Response and Arrest Policy to comply with POST Board requirements. Motion
carried unanimously.

The Chief also reported that he has contacted the school district to begin discussions regarding reinstating an
SRO contract, with additional information to be brought forward as discussions continue.

The Council received the Automated License Plate Reader (ALPR) Policy for first review to ensure compliance
with Minnesota requirements.
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John Dahlquist, a Pierz resident, addressed the Council with concerns regarding the City's Flock cameras. He
questioned the approval process for the cameras, referenced Resolution 2026-0223-2, and raised concerns
regarding privacy, cybersecurity, outdated technology, and the potential capabilities of the system. He requested
that the City consider further public discussion regarding the cameras.

The Police Chief explained that the Flock cameras were obtained through a donation from F&M Bank and that
the donation and use of the cameras had been discussed with the City. He stated that the cameras are used as a
law enforcement tool to assist with stolen vehicles, wanted subjects, and investigations, and that officers are not
using the system to track residents' everyday activities.

The Chief also clarified that the resolution referenced by Mr. Dahlquist related to a separate Flock camera
request for Platte Lake and was not related to the City's two existing cameras.

The Council thanked Mr. Dahlquist for bringing his concerns forward and the Police Chief for the clarification.

FIRE:
Training Officer Nathan Athman with the Pierz Fire Department reported that the department supports the
appointment of John Duschner as Assistant Fire Chief following recent department role changes.

A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten and seconded by Council Member Joe Stangl to approve
the John Duschner as the Assistant Fire Chief. Motion carried unanimously.

An equipment update was also provided regarding the replacement of SCBA equipment to meet NFPA
standards by the end of 2026. The department is seeking additional funding through Sourcewell to help offset
the estimated $200,000 cost. The required equipment will be replaced by year-end regardless of the amount of
outside funding received.

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
the resolution #2026-0824-2 (submit for Impact Funding). Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC WORKS:
Public Works Director Rick Wacker starts with two quotes one for trimming tree and the second for infrared
patching.

A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Joe Stangl to approve
the Sealtech infrared patching quote for $6,750. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten and seconded by Council Member Joe Stangl to approve
New Age 40/hr tree trimming for $6,500. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Council Member Joe Stangl and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve

the hiring of Charles Schmidtbauer as the Public Works Employee for $24.00 an hour starting 8/25/26. Motion
carried unanimously.
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The salt shed project is progressing. The concrete work is complete, and Kelly Jansen has been notified to begin
the next phase, which is expected to take approximately two days.

GOLF COURSE:
A motion was made by Council Member Lynn Egan and seconded by Council Member Sarah Fyten to approve
increasing the wage, $1.00 for Brandon Tschida-Bury starting 8/26/26. Motion catried unanimously.

CLUBHOUSE:

Clubhouse Lead Andy Leidenfrost provided an update on recent and upcoming golf events. The Tyler Funk
Tournament was a success, with interest in returning and potentially expanding next year. Golf leagues are also
wrapping up for the season.

New equipment was purchased for Global tournaments to improve the experience for participants. Several
fundraising tournaments are planned for September and October, including the Pierz Cup, football fundraiser,
Horizon Health fundraiser, and Iron Man tournament. Andy also thanked the summer staff and noted they did
an excellent job throughout the season.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:
City Administrator Laura Wacker reported that the City will be required to transition to a .gov website by June
1, 2028, due to offering absentee voting. Additional information will be provided as it becomes available.

«  Walkin Wings August 29

« Pierz Oktoberfest August 30

 First Day of School September 1

» Last Rock Roll and Stroll September 3

 City Hall Closed September 7 Recognition of Labor Day

Discussion was had about the potential uses for available Sourcewell funding. Items discussed included
updating City Hall computer equipment, banners, tree removal, a comprehensive plan, third-party services, and
replacement or repair of the street sweeper. Quotes will be obtained and reviewed with Council Members Egan
and Fyten.

ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made by Council Member Sarah Fyten seconded by Council Member Lynn Egan to adjourn the
city council meeting at 7:59 pm. Motion carried unanimously.
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