
RESIDENTIAL FENCE PERMIT 

APPLICATION 
 

Building Permits for fences will describe in reasonable detail the style of fence, the type of 

materials, the height, and the location relative to the property line.  The adjacent property 

owner(s) will sign the building permit indicating their agreement.  The Planning and Zoning 

Board will determine alley setback requirements on a case-by-case basis.  In those cases where 

adjacent property owners will not sign the permit application, the Variance process is available 

to the requesting property owner.  No permit will be given until official approval by the 

Planning and Zoning Board and City Council. 

 

*Please include a drawing with lot lines. 

 

REQUESTORS NAME:     Phone Number: 

 

STREET ADDRESS: 

 

FENCE STYLE: (Chain Link, Picket, Privacy, etc.) 

 

FENCE HEIGHT: (in feet)  

 

FENCE LOCATION: 

Existing fences, old fence posts, rows of shrubs or trees do not indicate true property lines.  Only 

surveyor’s monuments indicate true property lines.  If you assume you know where the property 

line is, you might unintentionally build your fence on your neighbor’s property and they will 

then own the fence.  Property owners are responsible for determining property lines or having 

the property surveyed. 

  

I have discussed the proposed style, height and location of the Requestors fence with the 

Requestor and give the Requestor permission to erect the above-described fence between 

our adjoining properties. 

 

NEIGHBOR’S NAME (Print) 

 

STREET ADDRESS 

 

SIGNATURE 

 

I have discussed the proposed style, height and location of the Requestors fence with the 

Requestor and give the Requestor permission to erect the above-described fence between 

our adjoining properties. 

 

NEIGHBOR’S NAME (Print) 

 

STREET ADDRESS 



 

SIGNATURE 

 

I have discussed the proposed style, height and location of the Requestors fence with the 

Requestor and give the Requestor permission to erect the above-described fence between 

our adjoining properties. 

 

NEIGHBOR’S NAME (Print) 

 

STREET ADDRESS 

 

SIGNATURE 

 

I have discussed the proposed style, height and location of the Requestors fence with the 

Requestor and give the Requestor permission to erect the above-described fence between 

our adjoining properties. 

 

NEIGHBOR’S NAME (Print) 

 

STREET ADDRESS 

 

SIGNATURE 

 

 

 

Planning and Zoning has reviewed the Requestors fence application as it adjoins City streets, 

alleys, easements, or properties.  As a condition of approval, the Requestor must, at a minimum, 

comply with the following restrictions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fence Permit Fee: $30.00     Paid                    Date__________ Received by________________ 

 

Date Applied For _____________________ 

 

Owners Signature _____________________________________________________ 

 

Date Approved/Denied ________________ 

 

Planning and Zoning Signature ___________________________________________ 

 

City Council Representative Signature _____________________________________ 



                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

Please include a drawing of your lot.  

Include any structures, and your proposed fence placement. 



1413.05. General Fencing, Screening, Landscaping and Storage. 

 

. 

1413.05. General Fencing, Screening, Landscaping and Storage. 

 

Subd. 1. All materials and equipment, except as provided in the district provisions 

of this 

Ordinance, shall be stored within a building or structure or screened so as not to be visible from 

adjoining properties, except the following: 

 

a. usable laundry equipment (clothes lines). 

b. currently licensed recreational equipment and vehicles to a maximum of two, 

c. construction and landscaping material currently being used on the premises. 

 

Subd. 2. In all commercial and industrial districts adjacent to residential districts, 

and not 

divided by streets, there shall be provided along the property line a twenty (20) foot wide 

planting strip composed of grass, trees and shrubs. A screening fence, thereby reducing the 

screening strip to ten (10) feet, may be utilized when approved by the Planning & Zoning 

Commission. Such fence shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height nor be less than six (6) feet in 

height and shall screen up to eighty (80) percent per square yard of area. 

 

Subd. 3.In all zoning districts the lot area remaining after providing for parking, 

driveways, 

loading, sidewalks or other requirements shall be planted and maintained in grass, sod, shrubs or 

other acceptable vegetation or landscaping techniques. 

 

Subd. 4. In all cases where the rear yard of any property abuts an alley or street, 

the minimum 

setback requirement for fences shall be twenty feet (20’) for solid fencing and not less than six 

feet (6’) from the alley surface or to the right-of-way, whichever is greater, for chain link fencing 

with clear, unobstructed openings of 1 5/8" to 2". 

 

Subd. 5. General Fence Provisions. 

 

1. Height: 

a. Front Yard Height - The fence shall not exceed four (4) feet (with an additional 6” 

to compensate for changes in grade) and shall be ornamental or picket style. 

Ornamental fences shall include fences constructed of aluminum, wrought iron or 

steel and shall not include chain link fences. 

 

b. Side and Rear Yard Height – The fence shall not exceed six feet six inches (6.5 ft) 

in residential zones. However, the height of the post structure (which includes the 

distance from grade) shall not exceed seven feet (7’0’’). In case of grade 

separation, the height shall be determined on the basis of measurement from the 

average point between the highest and lowest grade. 



 

2. Fence materials: 

a. Fences in residential, commercial or industrial areas must be constructed of 

lumber, iron, maintenance free type material or rust-free chain link. Maintenance 

free type material shall include vinyl, plastic, wrought iron, aluminum, steel and 

rust resistant chain link. 

 

b. The following materials are prohibited for fences: 

 

i. Barbed wire, electrical fences, creosote lumber, woven or welded wire, 

chicken wire, plastic webbing, plywood or pressed wood 

 

ii. Makeshift, flimsy materials, such as paper, twine, rope, tin 

 

3. Placement: 

a. Fences shall be placed at least two feet (2’) within the property line unless the 

adjacent property owner consents in writing to the ability for the applicant to 

construct and maintain the fence directly on the property line or closer than two 

feet (2’). Written consent shall be delivered to the City at the time application is 

made for permit. All posts or similar supporting instruments used in the 

construction of fences shall be faced inward toward the property being fenced. 

The side of the fence considered to be its evident finished side or face (the more 

attractive side) shall front adjacent property. 

 

b. On corner lots, no fence, wall, structure, coniferous trees or obstruction higher 

than thirty inches (30”), other than chain link fences not exceeding 48 inches 

(48”) in height, shall be erected, established or maintained within a triangular area 

bounded by the lot lines and a line connecting points on each lot line twenty feet 

(20’) from the intersection of lot lines. An object within this area not exceeding 

thirty inches (30”) in height as measured from the centerline elevation of the street 

shall not be considered as an obstruction to vision. This section does not apply to 

the C-1 District. 

 

c. Fences shall not be placed within ten (10) feet of the curb, and/or surface of any 

street, road or alley. 

 

d. No fence shall be placed on or extend into public right-of-way. 

 

e. Removal and replacement of a fence or a portion thereof for the purpose of 

utilizing an easement shall be at the property owner’s expense. 

 

f. No fence shall be constructed which is approximately parallel to an existing fence, 

and closer than two feet as to create an area between the fences which has limited 

accessibility for purposes of maintenance unless maintenance can be achieved. 

 

4. Construction and Maintenance: 



 

a. Maintenance free fences and lumber fences within side and rear yards shall have a 

maximum panel width of six (6) inches. Fences extending across front yards 

shall have a maximum panel width of three (3) inches and no less than two (2) 

inches apart. 

 

b. All wood fences, other than those constructed out of redwood or cedar, shall be 

sealed, stained or painted upon completion of construction and all wood fences 

routinely thereafter. 

 

c. Chain link fences shall be constructed in such a manner that no barbed ends shall 

be at the top.  

 

d. Every fence shall be maintained in a condition of reasonable repair and shall not 

be allowed to become and remain in a condition of disrepair or danger or 

constitute a nuisance. Any such fence, which is, or has become dangerous to the 

public safety, health, or welfare, is a public nuisance, and the Zoning 

Administrator shall commence proper proceedings for the abatement thereof. Any 

fence is a public nuisance if it does not comply with the following requirements: 

 

i. The fence shall be firmly fastened and anchored in order that it is not 

leaning or otherwise in the stage of collapse. 

 

ii. The fence shall be free from deterioration, lose or rotting pieces, or holes, 

breaks, or gaps not otherwise intended in the original design of the fence. 

 

iii. The fence shall be free from any defects or condition which makes the 

fence hazardous. 

 

iv. No fence section shall have peeling, cracked, chipped or otherwise 

deteriorated surface finish, including but not limited to paint or other 

protective covering or treatment, on more than twenty (20) percent of any 

one linear ten-foot section of the fence. 

 

5. Access to Fenced Areas and Boulevards: In those instances where a fence exists as an 

enclosure which restricts access from the front to the rear yard, a gate, identifiable 

collapsible section, or other such means of recognizable ingress shall be unobstructed and 

a minimum of three (3) feet in width. The location of such ingress points shall be 

positioned at any point paralleling the front lot line, between the side lot property line and 

the principle structure. Access to Boulevards shall be provided to allow for property 

owners to maintain the boulevard areas adjoining their property. 

 

6. Permit Required: No person shall construct, erect, or cause to be constructed or erected, 

any fence within the City limits, without first making application for and securing a fence 

permit for the construction and erection of a fence from the City Zoning Administrator. 

 



7. Expiration of Fence Permits: All fence permits issued shall expire (180) days after the day 

of Issuance. All fees paid under a lapsed permit shall be forfeited to the city. 

 

8. Application: Every application to construct or erect a fence within the City limits shall 

include the address and legal description of the property on which the fence is to be 

constructed and a site plan drawn to scale showing the location of house(s), garage(s), and 

other improvements on the lot and the location of the fencing and its proximity to the 

applicant’s lot lines as well as the type of fence to be constructed, materials to be used in 

the construction of the fence, and the height of the fence. 


